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General Epiſtle 
© To all FRLENDS, &c. 

F \ LL dear Fricnds remember the Croſs of the Lord Jeſus, which 


is his Power in you in every meaſure of its appearance and re- 
velation in your inward parts, that is contrary to the power 
of Satan, and to all its motions and works within and without, and as 
you remember this Croſs, to bear it, it will give you power Over all the 
power of Satan, and by it you ſhall be made able ro war againft the 
ſame and overcome it,with all its motions and workings of whatever na- 
ture. And as you bear it upon you, it will make you weighty,and folid, 
and grave in your Spirits and Converſation, and it will keep down all . 
lightneſs, and froth, and vanity, and fooliſh jeaſting, and laughtcr. and. 
idle ſpeeches, for who are found in theſe things bear not the Crots but 
lay it aſide, and ſo follow not Chriſt Jeſus, bur follow him thar 1s con- 
trary unto him,who is the Antichriſt, who leads contrary to the leadings 
of Chriſt. Now Chriſt leads to take up the Croſs, Antichriſt to throw 
it off, Chriſt leads into meekneſs, temperance, and gravity, but Antt- 
chrift leads into harthneſs, lightne's and exceſs ; Chrilt leads into the 
mortification of all the Juſts, vanities and corruptions of the World, but 
Antichriſt into the feeding and ſtrengthening them. Now Friends, while 
'you live in the World, you will have daily temptations by the World, 
and that Antichriſtian ſpirit that rules in it,to lead you into theſe things, 
and there 1s a part in all, till it be perfely crucified, that is apt to com- 
mune with the temp:ations from without,to lead into the ſame things; {0 
watch againſt thar parr, keep it under the Croſs, yea nail it to the Croſs 
for ever, eill it be utterly ſlain, and ſo you ſhall be p:eferved from all the 
ungodlineſs and luſts of the world,and from all irs corrupt ways,cultoms 
faſhions, idle ſpeeches, vain and frothy communicarions,ſportings, jealt- 
ings and laughings, which are not convenient to be found amons them 
thar profels rhe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the bearing his Crols, thoagh 
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ich to be found among moſt of them , which gives an evit 
- favour. Oletall Friends watch againſt theſe things, and the ſpirit that 
leads into rhem, I ſay let all Friends wacth againſt the corruptions of the 
world and worldly minded men 'and women, who may profeſs to be 
Chriſtians, but are enemies to his Croſs, who bear upon them the marks 
of Antichriſt,and not the marks of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; for the marks 
of the Lord Jeſus, which his followers do bear in their Body and Spirir, 
are meekneſs, and temperance, and gravity, .and weightyneſs in Spirir, 
in Word and Converfation,like unto Chriſt Jeſus, who was never found. 
to laugh, jeſt, ſport, or uſe unprofitable and unneceſſary diſcourſe, bur 
was a man of ſorrows, well acquainted with griefs, and when herejoy- 
ced h: rejoyced in Spirit, and in doing good ; which is contrary to all 
that Joy and mirth that is carnal, thac abounds among carnal. andhypo. 
critical Profeſſors, whoſe frothyneſs, lightneſs, wantonneſs, idleneſs, ya- 
nity and folly in their words and converſations, are {ignes of madneſs 
and not of Chriſtianity. So let all Friends ſtand up in the noble and vir. 
tuous Life and Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, to witneſs againſt all theſe things, 
andijydge them and condemn them, and ail who are found in them ; bur 
if any of you be found in them, with che world; then you cannot witneſs 
againſt the world nor judge it. Oh Fri:nds, to what purpole- is it thar 
*-we have denyed the worlds corrupt words and wayes in ſome things, 
if we deny not the world in all its own corrupt words,wayes and works, 
- ro whar purpoſe is it that any fhall refuſe to joyn with the world in ſay- 
ing 504 to a ſingle perſon, and yet joyn with the world in other things 
bat and worſe ? And perhaps ſome will think it a great overſight to 
ſay you to one, and be aſhamed and troubled for it, and yet joyn with 
them in that which the Light condemnerh as much and more, and this is 
deceit and hypocriſie, which every eye in the world is open to ſee and 
obſerve, and reproach the Friends of Truth, and Trarh it {clf on that ac- 
count. Wherefore [ct us all be ſober, and watchful in all things, that the 
enemy @t no advantage, and if we refu'e ro bow our Bodies to Mens 
perſons, which the Light condemns, ler us alſo refuſe to bow our fpi- 
rirs ro the corrupt and filry ſpirits of men, which rhe Light condemns 
alſo. So let us not pertake mn their filchyneſs, frothy wayes, cuſtoms, fa- 
ſhons, ſportinss,Jaughings,idle and anprofitable ſpeeches which are good 
for nothing bur feed the Serpent, are his meat and food, and ſtrengthens 
that which is for judgement, and mult die or go into everlaſting torment. 
Concerning which things I have often born great burthens upon me both 
on my own account, and oihers, as finding the hurt of them, and how 
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they defile and leaven into ungodlineſs, and uncleannels, OW the 
| hurt and weaken the tender Secd and Plant of God, andbrings clouds 
veils over it,and have a tendency to kill it,and quench the Spirit of God; 
and I certainly know, the judgement and wrath of Godmrns againlt 
theſe things,and is as a Swoid and a Hammer againſt them, $0 ler all con- 
cerned take warning, and let the watchful be encourrged. to be more 
watchful ſtill,chat ye may grow up as trees of righ:eonſneſs, leaving all 
the badneſs and unlavouryneſs in the world behind you, and treading it _ 
under foot, that a good {avour in all things you may be to the glory of 
God,and let all your words b: ſavoury and ſeaſoned wich ſalt,even when 
you ſpeak of natural things, and go about your buſineſs and occaſions, 
in your Families, Fields and Market-places, and keep out of all unneceſ- 
ſary words as may be, whichthe wiſdom of Truth will reach you, if you 
you apply to it, it will teach you to number your words as well as yuur 
dayes, and it will teach you to bring both your words in number, mea- 
ſure and in weight,and ſo you hall be kept from running out into either 
lightneſs or exceſs in your words, 
| And all Friends, ſh:w forth the true and living Image of the nobl2: 
Life and Spirit of Chrilt Jcſus in all your converſation, and put away all 
that is ignoble, naſty and unſuitable ro Truth, which becomes not ſaints; 
all the worlds ignoble and unvirtuous ſayings, words and proverbs re- 
ject and forget them, let your ſpeech be Like unto the Saints, and not 
the World, even in the meaneſt things when you are together ; ia your 
eating, drinking and meeting rogether and parting aſunder from one 
another, and naming one anorher,or calling upon one another in all theſe 
things, the world hath his corrupt wayes and cuſtoms, which ſavour nor 
of a noble and virtuous ”_ as the corrupting of men and womens 
Names, as with reſpect of perſons, for oh» to ſay Ionie, for fames to 
Zamie, and the like 3 which has not a good Sayour, but ſavours of that 
corruptiug Spirit which ſpoiles and corrupts all things. And Friends, 
- you know the Worlds Lite and recreation is in words and diſcourſe, 
and if they have no profanity and ſcurrility in it, then they think all is . 
well, how much ſoever they .talke and ſpend time in unbroficable difſ- * 
courſe, which after it is all done ſerves for no other end but to eaſe and 
refreſh that which wearierh in (ilence, and in filent waiting upon God 
but kills aud hurts the tender Life of God, For, if even the Letter kiil, 
when a mau ſpeaks the Letter of the Scripture and not in a right Spirit, 
how much more doth that Kill which is bad both as to-the words and ſpi- 
rit ? And you know Fricnds, tha: when words are uttered from the Life 
| and © 
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0 | , then they refreſh the Seed and Birth of God in all, 
"both tearers am {ſpeakers ; but when words are uttered from a contra- 
ry Life and Spirit, yea, though true and good words, =y deaden and 
burt the Segghof God, but they ſtir up and refreſh the bad ſeed, the ſeed 
of the evil-doers, that is for judgement ; and many times the effets of 
thoſe idle and frivolous diſcourſes , which Men and Women beger 
ene another into, by aniwering one another, is that the light, aery, 
frothy, vain, wanton ſpirir that wearieth of the Croſs,and is not ſubject 
tOit, is railed up and ſtrengthened in them, bur that which is tender, 
meek, ſober, and breathes for righteouſneſs, is choaked, burrhened, and 
deadned. So dear Friends,watch againit all rhat leadeth out your minds 
into ſuch things, and bcware of hurting one another,and being occaſions 
ro One another of uſing ſuperfluity of words ; for if you love the Croſs 
of Chriſt Jeſus, and bear it, you will love lilence, and fewneſs of words, 
and ir will be a pain and uneaſe to you, either to ſpeak or hear words 
which have not in them a true ſavour of Lite, nor a true advantage for 
good, in the ſpeaking or hearing of them. 
_ -- And, dear Friends, in all your Meetings to wait upon the Lord,be al- 
together in a preſent and diligent mind, having your loins girded abour, 
and truſſed up, and if you be diligent in applying your mindes to the 
Truth and Lite of Chriſt J:ſus in you, then all lazineſs, and heavineſs, 
and wearinefs of mind will vaniſh, and the mind will be compoſed, and 
ordered, and that will make a well compoſed and well ordered Body, ſo 
that no thing, nor appearance of a weary or lazy mind will be found a- 
mong you, nor of wanderings of mind, nothing of that nature will ap- 
pear in the Body, to be an evil ſavour ; bur if the mind be lazy and ſlug- 
giſh, and love not irs preſent work it ought to be about, which is ro wait 
npon the Lord, then will Signes of it appear, as in particular to gape, or 
gaunt ina Meeting, is a ready ſign of a mind thar is floathfu], and is nor 
preſcnt nor dilligent in its attendance unto Truth, though ſuch a thing 
may lye near to ſome true and honeſt Friends, and it may come upon 
them at unawars, and I verily believe many bave not a clear ſight of the 
thing, nor know not the hurt of ir, but a hurt it is,and of no good favour 
at any time, but much leſs at Meeting , for it is that which even many, 
men, but as men, can obſerve, that when a man gapcs or gauns, in any 
 EXercife he is found in, it ſhews a miud that is ſlack, and 1s not preſent 
 ordiligent therein ; and belides the hnrt thay this thing of gaping does 
** In ones one particular,it hurts the general, both that it is an evil ſavour, 
and alſo tifat it begers others into the ſame, if not watched _ ſo 
. That 


4 % i 


—% b—_— 


" that one gaping,others will gape alſo,by a certain ſecret influence,which 
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I have often obſerved with many others ; and this is not only»#a lign of 
lazineſs and wearineſs of mind, but alſo feeds it, yet if it be watched a- 
againſt,ir may be reliſted and put back,as I have had frequent experience 
and if at any time it ſo come upon any that they cannot ſtop it, yet they 
may cover it by ſ{toping the noiſe of ir, and covering the mouth with the 


| hand or napkin, that it appear not, but the way to be rid of it, and er 


Vicory over it, is by coming to a diligent attendance of mind, into the 
Truth, and this will put it quite away, yea it will compoſe the whole 
Man and Body, fo that no marks of either wearineſs or wandeting of 
mind will appear. 

Dear Friends, bear with my freedom in theſe things, for they have a 
longtime layn much upon me, -which may be for a ſervice to ſome. The 
Lord God make us in all things a good ſavour and a good example, both 
before one another and all the world, that he in all things may be glo- 
rified in us and among us, through Jeſus Chriſt. e Amer, 


The 22th. of the 
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: Poſt-ſcripr. 


N D dear Friends, many of whom have been Profeſſors, and in a 
. profeflion of Religion before you wirneſſed the poſſeſſion of the 
Life and Subſtance of it, and others who witneſſed ſomewhat of the Life, 
it was but very little, and was accompanied with a great mixture of un- 
ſoundneſs both as to Spirit and Words, and the hypocritical ground had 
a deep place in many, as'it hath at this day, among all the Profeſſors our 


*'of the Poſleſſion of the Life of what they profeſs, from whence procecds 


{o many hypochritical ſhews and formalities, hypocritical prayings,con- 
feſſions and profeſhons, hypocritical ſingings, ſounds, toncs and accents, 


| - hypocritical 1Sghings, whinings, wringing of the face, and putting on a 


ſour and ſad countenance when they pray, and their many other hypo- 
critical 


Cricical wayts, all ariſing out of the hypocritical ground and ſpirit, in an 
dpith imiration of what the Saints did and do in the Life and Power of 
Chriſt Jeſus; which Life and Power did and often doth work mightily 
inthe Saints, and raiſed in them deep and wonderful aftetions, ſome- 
times of greif, and other ſometimes of joy and gladneſs ; ſometimes of 
fear and rerrour, and ſometimes of boldneſs and courage ; all which 
had and have their natural impreſſions upon che voice, ſpeech and coun- 
tenance of thoſe which have been, or are thus exerciſed. Hence ſome 
mourn as a Dove, fo David, ſome chatter as a Crane, ſo Hezekiah., 
ſome quake and tremble, as did 2oſes, Daniel, Habbakknck,, and many 
others ; ſome roar as a Lyon, ſome ling and make a ſweet mellody even 
with their voyces, and ſome ſigh and groan unutterably. All which 
things in theſe holy men did proceed from the motions and workings of 
' the Life in them, and fo were a $09d {avour to the Life in others, as. 

' having in them a manifeſtation of Lite, and as it were a Signature or 
Impreſſion of Life upon them : Which things at this day are witneſſed 
by many of us, and dearly owned ; ſo that it is only the hypocritical 
and counterfeit likeneſles of theſe things,made by rhe hypocritical ſpirit 
that we diſown, which not being able to reach unto the heavenly things 
themſelves, ma keth Images of them, which haye npon them the yi 


Signature and Impreſlion of that hypocritical ſpirit which begor -rhem,. . 
and are an evil noiſom ſavour unto the true Life,and rhe Veſſels in whons-.... 


it is witneſſed ; therefore let all Friends watch againſt this.-hypoctitical 
{pirit and all its deceitful Images and Likeneſles, and make war. againft 
the Beaſt, irs Image, Number and Name, that a perfe& Victory over it 
all may witneſs, and none may be found bearing his Image in any thing , 
but the heavenly Image of the Lamb, the Son of God in all things, rhar 
all your words and works may bear upon them the Image of his Life 
and when you pray, ſing, exhort, teach or miniſter, it may be done in the 
pure motion and ability of Life, and you may be chaſte waiters on and 
tollowers of it in its ariſings and movings, ſo as in all your exerciſes to 
begin,po along, ſtop, ſtay, and reſt with it z thus ſhall you be a good fa- - 
vour to God, and to one anoter, yea, un all men in all things. Then: 
ſhall you offer up the pure Incenſe and Sacrifice that is without ſpor or 
b:emiſh,, that thall be pleaſant and acceptable unto the Lord as in the 
days of old, being delivered and purged from all mixtures of hypocrihie * - 
and deceit, out of all the hypocritical likeneſſes, bearing upon youn all 
things the Image of the noble, royal and virtuous Seed, | | 


THE END 
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